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them anything to eat or drink, as their
caste forbade them taking anything of the
sort; but we used to give them flowers,
and Japanese fans, and beads, and those kind
of things, with which they were very de-
lighted. Some of the Manipuri girls are very
pretty. They have long silky bl&ck hair as a
rule,^md fair complexions, with jolly brown
eyes. They cut their hair in frcfet in a straight
fringe all round their foreheads,"1 while the
back part hangs loose, and it gives them

a pretty, childish look.     They dress ^yery

^
picturesquely in bright-coloured striped petfi-

coats fastened under their arms, and reaching
to their ankles. Over this a small green
velvet zouave jacket is worn, and when they
go out they wear a very fine muslin shawl
over their shoulders, and gold necklaces
and bracelets by way of ornament. Very
pretty these little damsels look as you meet
them in twos and threes along the road
going to their dancing-lessons, or to market
or temple. Every child is taught to dance